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A Lazy Man (see no. 26, 54, 64, 138)
There was a lazy young man who did not want to work. He asked God to give him a very easy job so he did
not have to work hard, but could earn enough to eat. God gave him a job chasing insects out of a garden,
and watering the flowers. However, God warned him never to look under the flowers. The youth did not
obey the order, and looked underneath the flowers. Immediately a bunch of snakes came out and ate him
alive. All that was left of him was a skeleton.
Un Haragán (véase no. 26, 54, 64, 138)
Había un muchacho perezoso que no quería trabajar. Le pidió a Dios que le diera un trabajo suave para que
no tuviera que trabajar duro, pero todavía pudiera ganar suficiente para comprar su comida. Dios le dio un
trabajo en un jardín controlando los insectos y regando las flores. Dios le advirtió que no mirara debajo
de las flores. Pero el muchacho no le hizo caso a las órdenes divinas, y miró debajo de las flores. Inmediatamente un montón de culebras salieron de allí y se lo comieron al muchacho. Solo su esqueleto quedó.
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The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973. All of them are narrated
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
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